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Government prohibited the meeting, O'Connor (whose bark
was always worse than his bite) gave way and abandoned it.
Furthermore, many of the signatures to the petition were ob-
viously forged. This ludicrous failure crippled the movement;
but the underlying reason why it died away was that some of the
prosperity which was now beginning to come over the nation's
industries began to percolate down to the working-classes.
A movement which had far more lasting effects was Co-
operation. A group of Rochdale weavers (" The Rochdale
Pioneers ") clubbed together to dpen a little shop for the supply
of foodstuffs for themselves and their neighbours. Similar
schemes had been tried before, but all had broken down. The
great point about the " Toad Lane Store " was that the profits
were to be shared by all customers in proportion to the amount
of their purchases, and thus they all had an interest in promoting
its sales. The idea spread, the system was applied to all sorts of
commodities, and to-day one-third of the households of Britain
are co-operators. The movement has played a great part in the
political development of the nation, for it has given the working-
class a motive for thrift, a bracing sense of having " a stake in
the country," and valuable experience of working together for a
common cause.
§ 289. the great " boom " begins.—The repeal of the
Corn Laws was a notable sign of the change which had long been
coining over the nation—the change from an agricultural to an
industrial people—from a Government dominated by land-
owners to a Government dominated by capitalists. The Reform
Act of 1832 had compelled the landlord class to share their
political power with " business men," and the latter had now
forced through a change in fiscal policy which mainly furthered
their own interests. For by reducing the cost of food it reduced
the cost of labour, and it encouraged the foreign trade on which
their prosperity depended.
And the freeing of trade was only one of many measures by
which Parliament advanced the interests of " big business "

